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Naval and Nautical 


Player's Navy Cut 

.The term Navy Cut ’is so com rtio.i that 
| :?s roots*?* often forgotten During me 
nineteenthcentu ry. and eu r own sai.or 
,n me Royal Navy were allowed to buy 
whole tobacco leaves which they com¬ 
pressed into roils of tobacco with tight 
Windings of rope Shredded tobacco, 
usually for smoking in a pipe, could be 
got by slicing the end of the roll thinly 
P.iyer s famous and evocative Hero 
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Pack Art 

first h'MSDreednought. bull*.v is? 5 . 
The design expressed pt,da in Britain s 
nautical power during a period when 
there was public anxiety a: the growth 
of the German Me v y It disc, tuned in 
with ihe Tobacco industry sown vision 
of kseif. the old established hrrri 
marketing the products of the twentieth 
century The image it the sailor com- 
b i nes the manly vtgoy r of the sen tir.el 
wtth the healthy giow of the Old Salt 
Player s Ns vy Cut cigarettes we re 
launched mlSOCa* 3d for 1C B y 1507 
the brand was, next to Wilis' Woodbine. 
Britain's largest selling cigarette The 
Ns vy Cut pack was so successful that if 


some cf me 3:iti?h sailor packs that 
show a family resemblance to Mam 
Two brands are worrh closer study 
Lauralfs The Middies {UK. about 1310) 
and Salmon i Cluckstem sSiveeiliestts 
{UK 190S) The Middies uses trie motif 
of two m.dshipmen relaxing or. fcc a; d 
sh.p, sui rciinded by a ropeframe 
reminiscent of the Three CssUes pack 
The S wsethearts wrapping shown « a 
paper 10 The design i$a rare light¬ 
hearted nautical pack, snowing a sailor 
sayinggoodbye to h:s sweetheart T i;e 
copy or, the back of the wrapper 
assures the lovers that Sweethearts do 
not stick to the lips Made with Amber 
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' trademark, shown on page 32. was 
I assembled over a period of years. The 
| sailor's head was registered in i 333 
j tor Player's Ms vy Cu r pip e tooaceo. 

I He was put inside the Lifebelt and 
lettered in 1688 Three years later, he 
1 was registered in his present form. The 
t saber so 'he legend goes was Thomas 
Huntley Wood, who served in the 1330s 
: on HMSEdtnburgn In exchange for the 
i use of his face, he was given a pouchtui 
! of tobacco and a handful of guineas 
; To Hero's left is a three-decker 
| reputed to be HM$Sntennte one of the 
' biggest ships of the line of her day 
j Significantly the sailor (urns purposive- 
I ly to the more modern counterpart, the 


: attracted many imitators Note the pack 
i produced by Tokei & Corn par,v, of 
: japan, under the unlikely trade name 
! John Prayer 3. Paradise Factory 
| London, England Ttus oovioasin- 
i tnngemen! was duly noticed and sup 
pressed by BAT 
The design of Player's Ms vy Cu: 
r ernairied basically the same until 
March. 1842. when monochrome paper 
wrappers were introduced as a war¬ 
time economy (see page 102) Bcaid 
was only made available for cigai eve 
packs again m 1850. 

Other Sailor Pack* 

On the prevtc us page are included 


Prepared Rice Paper The back of me 
wrapper incorporates^ very attractive 
stylized ins pattern Cunning!v the 
designer has shown the plant s roots 
in the pane! beneath the maker’s name 
On these pages is,a group of British 
packs showing the national f&scina'ion 
with snips and. the sea the surface and 
textures of water, me dynamic snapes 
that cleave through tne waves. Par¬ 
ticularly po werful are Redfbrdd Ai: r 
fVei/cigarettes, and Salmon 4 C.ucx- 
stam zLiteBouMevyCu' Included on 
page55 is tne more domestic Chinese 
p ac k, eiorn e w a r d ju n k (a h c u: 19 '/-• i 
and the reassuring Mexican pack f m cs 
which is incidintaUv. still on sale 
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Life on the Ocean Wave 


Rather th^r. dwell ioc tnuch on the 
sctQia. of life or. the ocean wave, the 

loner round o i deck quoua cccki<ul$ 
and tae Captain s table, many brands 
appea.ee more to people i aspiration* 
to tead me life of the rich globe-trotter. 

Or trar.s- Atlantic traveller The oack 
artist -OVbi aao .'O all *r.o C rarr.r.l;a 

siihojettc of the ship Breasting too 
waves, s&er. aere on this A.sam pack 
lacar 1 Manttattan (*•*• tss export,', faros 
■'Mex'iCO;. Iv/tA Scn,V<.UZi and Atr.enp 
.•Argentina; it is interesting mat woo: 

. tins designs A.sahi and Amsnra show 
me vessel leaving port set against the 
dynamic skyline of the Skyscraper City 
j The America pack ever; makes the 
! same coin: as me Player's Navy Cut. 

modernity and tradition, luxury liner 
[ and galleon 

Packs using the imagery of the sea 
! make up probably the Largest thematic 
i group miiitar rindci /ilian. ber.evo.ent 
and aggressive Given the average 
Layman s knowledge of nautical matters, 
giver:th.traverage g.-apb.ic designer b 
■ awareness of the intricacies of rigging 
and tha like, it is hardly surprising that 
mjstak es were made in depictions on 
racks The inaccuracies m the 77: roc 


Cigarette Pack Art 

I Cashes design are perhaps excusable ■ 

! according to Geoffrey Bennett, the 
I editor at Warden Son & Hall tr.e 
I eighteenth-centuryBristol pnvateei 
seldom had. the mam sail slung between 
me mast ar.d ssrouds. 'Another istft* 
missing set of sr.rcuds on the port siae 
and a complete absence of yards and 
sails on tine mizsr. mast' The modern, 
pack dees at least try to get the details 
I right . as well as adding a nussing row 
ofg'uf. ports 

if this seems* tnf:e perfectionist- f! ~- e 
case of Player.? Na vyCut Kero is 
perhaps less excusable In 1333 the 
saiicr appeared, w; riper,a stripe only or. 

I ms collar At seme time os-ore the 
! amalgamation With me imperial 
Tobacco Company anotherstripi was 
added to'ms collar i;i this shape the 
1 design was registered as a trademark 
I Discovering that infect, the sailor 
i sr:Ovi',d.havc t:ic££ stnpss. um 

; rr^^slydecidedthatih€ rnisi-^kSf’ would, 
have to stay unchanged and so.: 
survives to the present day There was 
another error that caused mild em¬ 
barrassment when it was pointed out tc 

Piayer s that the cap ribbor. read 
! merely HERO in the original design the 
: artist forgot the KMS and, again, once 
registered, the mistake had to stay 

Ff Three Career and Player s Na vy 
Cut were trapped into minor errors, 
then the case of VVu.s Pirate surely 


constitutes a design howler The brar 
was launched .n 1337, together with 
Diamond Qtnen (page 70), as a twn- 
p rang ad export drive m the South 
African market The two brands must 
have preferred a combination of 
hmpire rrundedness ar.d swagge nr. c 
recklessness Messrs Holt otifimcen 
were appointee by '.V’dis s?; ; [>; to 
selling'herr. 

T r.e cigarette CUd well throughout '■ 
wend, end the mcusiacnioed bucca¬ 
neer. standingagatnsulyp,..-*: 

■ rype seascape and sky andarsied tc 
j the teeli; &6C&me a well .<r.own t r i.n 
I ch.aract *: Or. the back of i tie p* :>:. r i 
revealed mat ne« fresh from cioociv 
battles a; sea The brand wasalsc sc-1 
on the home market l he oastc tot c. - 
of the design had to be flexible _;,pa 
of being expanded to a ttn label r.rj 
we re preferred as containers fc r 
cigarettes when the climate 
fremely variable Originally me cam 
: behind the Pirate was fixed to the 
j wi m a short piece of rope attached tc 
! giant sicedcieat When tnedewg:i c< 
| to be rationalised, cate urikr.pv.'r. w 
; felt that' me tig wing-nut Icoaecsiti 
j so it was replaced by a simp i* iec.gt: 
rope passing through tr.e rmg on 'lie 
carmen Almost immediately :t .vas 
pomted out that the lay of the rape r :l 
way tt ;s twisted) changes mysteries 
I as it pauses through me ring 
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